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29 Years of Dakar

The adventure began in 1977. Thierry Sabine got lost on his motorcycle in the Libyan desert during the Abidjan-Nice rally.
"Rescued from the sands" in extremis, he returned to France defeated by these dreamlike landscapes. He then promised
himself that he would share this discovery with as many as possible and lived for a single goal: take a maximum number of
people into the immensity of this sand.

This led him to imagine an extraordinary journey originating in Europe. The route would then continue to Algiers before crossing
Agadez and ultimately leading to Dakar. The plan quickly became a reality.

The Paris-Dakar rally opened up an unknown world, one in which its creator, Thierry Sabine, was seen as a true pioneer. His
motto then would be: "A challenge for those who go. A dream for those who stay behind.” Africa, a multi-faceted continent, in
fact offered the perfect elixir, combining dreams with the world of competition. On 26 December 1978, the first Paris-Dakar took
off from the Place du Trocadéro. That was over a quarter of a century ago...

The First Year

When dreams become reality... On 26 December 1978, the Place du Trocadéro witnessed the first send-off of the Paris-Dakar
rally. One hundred-seventy competitors had to cross 10,000 kilometers on the pistes of Algeria, Niger, Mali, Upper Volta and
Senegal. The most newsworthy race of the late century was on! What made it unique was one particular characteristic: the
contrast between a civilization and traditional villages with dried mud huts and the modern world.

The first motorcycle winner was a young man named Cyril Neveu (Yamaha). Still an unknown, he would go on to run up a
stream of impressive sports achievements. His unsentimental analysis makes one smile considering all the accomplishments he
would eventually make: "I was 21 years old and | had already experienced Africa during the Abidjan-Nice rally. | was just like
everyone else, a simple guy grabbing onto the handlebars of his 500 XT. Without any leather satchels...." The first car team was
that of Genestier, Terbiaut and Lemordant (Range Rover), which finished in fourth place.

But for this initial experience, finish times and rankings did not matter much. Self-discovery, adventure and exceeding one's own
limitations were the essence of the event.

This first Dakar was a huge success. Its impact, both in terms of the majesty of the revealed landscapes and the originality of
the route, resonated. The rally definitively changed the lives of every competitor. The most daunting off-road rally of all time was
born.

As early as this very first edition, Hubert Auriol, Dakar director from 1994 to 2003, was on the scene. His interest in the rally is
two-fold because not only does Hubert Auriol love motorcycles, but since he lived there for 12 years, Africa has a very special
meaning for him.

Important Dates in the History of the Dakar

The launch of the Dakar rally met with immediate, strong success and spawned true fascination among competitors and makers
alike. Beginning in 1980, the biggest names in the industry, such as Yamaha, Volkswagen, Lada and BMW, each hired a team.
Furthermore, the number of competitors moved up from 170 to 216 in 1980. This edition was also marked by a major first: the
inclusion of trucks.

Cyril Neveu won for the second time in a row on a private Yamaha while in the car class, Kotulinsky and Patrick Zaniroli were
victorious. As for Hubert Auriol, he was excluded from his class because he finished the race in a "bush-taxi". The first truck to
see its name among the winners was the Sonacome driven by Ataquat, Boukrif and Kaoula.

1981

Although the year the rally was christened was the most important, 1981 was without a doubt the most heart stopping. The race
attracted crowds, to such an extent that the departures for Africa became a show in and of themselves! It was chaos at the
registration office. Every type of vehicle was represented at the departure (4x4 vehicles, buggies, side-cars)--even the most
unexpected, like Thierry de Montcorgé's Rolls Royce and the Citroén CX belonging to Jacky Ickx and Claude Brasseur.

"Come together" was the wish of Thierry Sabine. However, "Be careful" was also a primordial exhortation, as these words from
Michel Merel attest: "The piste is like the ocean; it is wrong not to fear it. As for me, the piste makes me scared; you don't mess
around with it. You can't be an artist."

The key event during this year's event was undoubtedly the victory of Hubert Auriol, which marked the beginning of a long
history of incredible performances. He became the new leader in motorcycle racing. The legend was beginning to take
shape...Thierry Sabine's gamble was paying off.

1982

Once again, the starting gates were at the Place de la Concorde, with the arrival taking place, as per custom, on the banks of
Rose Lake. The departure drew 382 competitors--more than double the amount of participants in the first edition. The Marreau
brothers, nicknamed "the foxes of the desert", offered up a resounding victory to Renault and EIf. Meanwhile, Cyril Neveu
continued to impress. A member of the Honda team, his presence in the Dakar was imposing and he provided the Japanese
maker with its first success, which would be followed by others.

1983

The legend was still being written...For the first time, the rally crossed the Ténéré desert. This as yet unknown ocean of sand
whetted the appetites of the competitors and spectators. And yet the dream became a nightmare for some competitors. Nature
let loose a torrent of challenges. Caught in a terrible sandstorm with no visibility, 40 drivers lost their way. Fortunately, their
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guide flew to their rescue and within four days, everyone was found safe and sound. As Nicole Maitrot, a competitor in
1982, very rightly stated: "One has the impression that Thierry Sabine is God looking over his sheep from up in his helicopter,
coming down in a swirl of airplane to help those who are lost ". These ups and downs, however, simply strengthened the legend
of the Dakar rally, in the first place, and the legend of Hubert Auriol, in the second place, as he won the Ténéré stage with more
than an hour of lead-time over other drivers. The Ickx/Brasseur tandem dominated in the car class.

1984

In order to "enhance the dreams of those who stay behind", Thierry Sabine decided to extend the borders. The adventure
pushed on further and further. To add a new dimension to his race, he succeeded in doing the impossible: trace the rally's route
through Ivory Coast, Guinea, Sierra Leone and Mauritania.

The number of registrants continued to grow and reached 427. Michel Sardou lined up at the starting line alongside Jean-Pierre
Jabouille. This year the car race captured all the attention of fans: Jacky Ickx convinced Porsche to sponsor a team. This first
attempt was successful, as the team finished in sixth place. The big winners were Metge and Lemoyne for cars and Gaston
Rahier for motorcycles.

1985

After two previous departures from the Place de la Concorde, the race started out in the city of Versailles. This year the race
counted as a competitor Chantal Nobel, a star of the television series "Chateauvallon". The competition was vigorous. For its
third race, the Mitsubishi Pajero team headed up a flawless effort. Patrick Zaniroli and his navigator Jean Da Silva outsmarted
all the pitfalls of Mauritania and served up a perfect victory to the Japanese automaker. Hubert Auriol left BMW this year and
formed the Ligier-Cagiva team. Gaston Rahier seized the opportunity to repeat his exploits, winning his second Dakar rally.

1986

The Black Year Thierry Sabine, French singer Daniel Balavoine, journalist Nathaly Odent, helicopter pilot Frangois Xavier-
Bagnoud and radio technician Jean-Paul Le Fur all perished in a helicopter crash. Everyone was in a state of shock,
devastated. Thierry Sabine's ashes were scattered across the desert. His father, Gilbert, and Patrick Verdoy took over the reins.
The race went on, but no one's heart was still really in it. Obviously, competitive performances became a secondary concern.
Metge and Lemoyne won the car class and Cyril Neveu was crowned for motorcycles.

1987

The rally survived the loss of Thierry Sabine and Gilbert took control with the help of the Verdoy-Metge team. The Dakar only
continued to grow. Peugeot decided to jump on board for the adventure of the Dakar rally and hit the jackpot on its first attempt.
Ari Vatanen and Bernard Giroux won the car class for Peugeot. As for motorcycles, a battle raged between Hubert Auriol, Cyril
Neveu and Gaston Rahier. Close to victory, Hubert Auriol was the victim of a terrible fall and broke both his ankles. He was
forced to forfeit and left the winning to Cyril Neveu. And that made five for Cyril!

1988

Record breaking! This year, the number of participants exceeded the 600 mark. Exactly 603 vehicles departed Versailles: 183
motorcycles, 311 cars and 109 trucks. A sign of good fortune, this record also coincided with the tenth anniversary of the Paris-
Dakar.

Nearly one hundred competitors prematurely exited the race because the route of the first Algerian stage, El Oued, was
particularly arduous. But this tenth edition was commemorated by a theatrical flourish. Ari Vatanen lost his Peugeot 405 T16! He
eventually found it, but too late. The Finn was disqualified by the officials. Nevertheless, Peugeot, for its second race, was
quickly consoled: the Kankkunen/Pironen tandem won the top prize. For motorcycles, Edi Orioli (Honda) was the victor of a
fierce duel with Italy's Picco (Yamaha).

1989

The rally made the acquaintance of a new country, Libya, but, more importantly, discovered a new young driver, Stephane
Peterhansel. He made a strong impression during his second competition, finishing in fourth place on his Yamaha. Gilles Lalay
was triumphant on his bike while Ari Vatanen took his revenge at the wheel of his 405 T16. The number of competitors who
reached the finish line surpassed all records (209/473).

1990

This time the departure was launched from La Défense. The number of competitors was down: 465 participants. Back in Libya,
the competitors rediscovered a desert that was indeed sublime, but also dotted with traps: "The desert is always impressive at
night. You hear nothing, completely emptiness" (Stephane Peterhansel). The motorcyclists, alone in the middle of this desert's
immensity, sometimes no longer see its beauty.

Starting in the second stage, the Mitsubishi was falling behind Peugeot. Pulled by the Vatanen/Berglund, team, the French
automaker muscled its way into the top three positions in the overall rankings. This powerhouse performance punctuated the
end of its involvement in off-road rallies. The manufacturer is now committed to the Championnat des Sport-Prototypes.

For the motorcycle class, Edi Orioli finished at the top of the overall rankings on his Cagiva and gave the Italian brand its first
victory.

Hubert Auriol continued to innovate in 1990 with his one-man buggy.
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1991

Citroén picked up where Peugeot left off. The French automaker ensured a victory thanks to Peugeot refugee, Ari Vatanen, who
achieved his fourth win in the rally. For motorcycles, the Stéphane Peterhansel cycle began. In effect, he won his first title and
served up a victory to the Yamaha team. One of the other memorable moments of the rally was without a doubt the visit of
President Kadhafi!

1992

A change of route for the rally. The point of departure was the Chéateau de Vincennes, and Gilbert Sabine, who wished to
breathe some new air into his race, decided to relocate the finish line. The Paris-Dakar race was thus transformed into a Paris-
Cape Town rally that offered drivers breathtaking scenery. The change indeed seemed necessary because the number of
competitors was still in decline. A major innovation also marked this Paris-Dakar: the advent of GPS.

This change of direction plunged the competitors into a delicate situation: sandstorms, war-torn Chad, a cresting river in
Namibia: nature was unleashing all her fury. However, all these ups and downs could not prevent Hubert Auriol from doing the
impossible in a car: "It is my greatest victory. Being the first to win the Dakar in a car, after having won two times on a bike. And
here, in Cape Town...it can't be topped." In the motorcycle class, Stephane Peterhansel consolidates his reputation.

1993

The rally returned to its original route with a departure from the Trocadéro and a finish in Dakar. The number of entrants is
worrisome this time: 154. It had never been so low.

As for the route, the dunes of El Goléa were just as harsh as those of Agadem and El Oued. One-third of the competitors
remained stuck in the sand. Hubert Auriol himself was trapped in the Mauritanian dunes. Nevertheless, Bruno Saby and
Stephane Peterhansel managed to finish the race in first place. The latter achieved his status alongside the greatest names in
the race: he wins his third title.

1994

Little by little, the rally was restoring its luster. The number of participants was up and the rally saw the return of René Metge in
a truck. Gilbert Sabine and his team withdrew; the Dakar now belonged to the Amaury Sport Organization. The route, designed
by Fenouil, then the "boss" of the Dakar, was the group's first innovation. The race was actually Paris-Dakar-Paris. The idea
was certainly attractive, but the race was no less demanding. In the car class, Pierre Lartigue won his first title while in the
motorcycle class; Edi Orioli mounted the podium for the third time, ahead of Jordi Arcarons.

1995

For the first time in the history of the rally, the race did not depart from France, but from Spain--Grenada to be exact. Moreover,
the race now lasted only fifteen days. Hubert Auriol became the race's manager on the ground and therefore was an eyewitness
to the performance of Stéphane Peterhansel, who won yet again. Victory awaited him in Dakar. In the car class, Pierre Lartigue
finished first ahead of Bruno Saby.

1996

Same route, more competitors, a third triumph for Pierre Lartigue and a fourth for Edi Orioli, whose names are now inscribed in
the "Dakar Pantheon". Rld of his leader, Peterhansel, Orioli put his knowledge of Africa to good use to finish a route that was
near perfection. This 18™ edition saw the first success of a Kamaz with the victory of the Russian tandem, Moskovskikh and
Kouzmine. As is customary, the race afforded splendid views. The competitors moved forward in a postcard-ready setting,
which fully met their expectations: "We live in a sad world, we need to get away, to discover, to meet others."(Patrick Tambay)

1997

For the first time, the race began in Dakar. On the program: a Dakar-Dakar loop, with a headlining return to Niger and the mythic
Ténéré desert. Japan's Ken Shinozuka drove to victory in the car class. Jutta Kleinschmidt finished fifth and became the first
woman to win a stage in the Dakar: "All the drivers, from every stable, came to hug me and congratulate me. At that moment, in
addition to immense joy, | felt an enormous camaraderie. The Dakar is great!"(Jutta Kleinschmidt). For Peterhansel, it was a
coronation as he soared to his fifth win. His goal? Win the rally again to be the only competitor to have six victories to his name.

1998

The Dakar celebrates 20 years! The race was launched from Paris and crossed Spain to end in Dakar. There were numerous
dune crossings, so digging out and sand removal were the order of the day for this edition. The winning drivers were Jean-
Pierre Fontenay for cars, who thus achieved his first Dakar victory, and Stéphane Peterhansel in the motorcycle class. The
Frenchman thus triumphed in his incredible wager and scored his sixth Dakar win: "My ten Dakar years are the most memorable
of my life," he declared, overcome by emotion.

1999

The city of Grenada, capital of Andalusia, withessed its third departure. Two builders had new dates with victory: BMW won the
motorcycle class with Richard Sainct, 14 years after Gaston Rahier, and Renault won with Jean- Louis Schlesser, 17 years after
the Marreau brothers. Stephane Peterhansel, a six-time winner on his bike, got behind the wheel of a car. Jutta Kleinschmidt,
already successful as the first woman in the history of the rally to win a stage, flirted, at least temporarily, with taking the lead in
the overall ranking.
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2000

The 22" edition offered a considerable surprise: for the first time, the rally crossed Africa from west to east, from Senegal
toward Egypt. The number of participants (400) translated the enthusiasm generated by this route. The race was sometimes
perturbed by terrorist threats and the organizers, wishing to ensure the safety of the competitors, decided to implement an air
bridge. The race then continued in Libya, via Cairo. Two winners were celebrated at the base of the pyramids: Richard Sainct
and Jean-Louis Schlesser.

2001

The 2001 edition was inspired by the wish to emphasize the core values of the Dakar rally. Many changes were in the air,
particularly the decision to reduce the amount of airborne assistance (mechanics) by favoring assistance vehicles. A woman
finished the race on top for the first time: Jutta Kleinschmidt in a Mitsubishi. For the motorcycle class, congratulations were in
order for the Italian rider, Fabrizio Meoni.

2002

The 24" edition of the Dakar was greeted by a teeming crowd that came to Arras for the race's send-off. For cars, victory came
to Japan's Masuoka while for the bikes, Meoni won the top honor for the second time. Twenty-four years after its creation and
after having undergone many changes, today the Paris-Dakar rally is one of the biggest sports events in the world. This African
sports adventure is synonymous with epic and groundbreaking journeys. On the Dakar, more than sports achievements, the first
victory is simply to arrive "at the end" of this unique human adventure.

2003

An atypical route for the 25th anniversary of the Dakar, with a finish in Egypt for the second time in the history of the race. In
addition to the second consecutive win for Japan's Hiroshi Masuoka, it was above all the misadventures of his Mitsubishi
teammate Stéphane Peterhansel that marked the event. Out to become the second driver to win in a car after having won on a
motorcycle (1991-92-93-95-97-98), the Frenchman had completed nearly all of the really clearly on top of the overall rankings
before a nightmarish 16th stage, where he lost all hope of joining Hubert Auriol as a two-way winner of the Dakar. In the
motorcycle class, Richard Sainct joined the elite circle of three-time winners.

2004

The 26" edition of the race, from Clermont-Ferrand to Dakar, marked the return to a traditional route that was at the same time
very demanding. Between Morocco and Senegal, via Mali, Mauritania and Burkina-Faso, the competitors were forced to perform
miracles in terms of driving and navigation. After his six victories on two wheels, Stéphane Peterhansel added a first victory in
the car category behind the wheel of his Mitsubishi to his record of achievements, hence becoming the second driver in the
history of the Dakar to have won in both categories. In the motorcycle category, the Spanish rider Nani Roma finally triumphed
in his ninth Dakar, ahead of an unhappy Richard Sainct who injured his arm in the first Moroccan stage. In the truck category,
Vladimir Chagin won for the fourth time in a Kamaz truck, the third consecutive win in the category.

2005

The start in Barcelona was the opportunity for the competitors who hadn't witnessed the previous editions to get a taste of what
the Dakar really was thanks to the warm welcome of the Catalan crowd. In extremely difficult weather conditions, the journey
through Morocco, Mauritania, Mali and Senegal proved to be very tough for the crews needing endurance and tenacity. Six-time
winner on a bike, Stéphane Peterhansel showed he was also able to triumph on four wheels by retaining his title, despite the
harsh competition of his Mitsubishi team mate Luc Alphand, 2nd. The bike race, shocked by the deaths of Jose-Manuel
Perez and Fabrizio Meoni, crowned Cyril Despres on a KTM for the first time. In the truck category, the Kamaz winning streak
continued but this time Firdaus Kabirov claimed victory while four-time winner Vladimir Chagin lost all hopes of success in
Mauritania.

2006

For the first time in its history, the Dakar discovered Portugal and its capital Lisbon that hosted the big start. The European
specials that distinguished themselves through their unusual length gave an opportunity to shine for the local drivers. Once in
Africa, the expected battle between Mitsubishi and Volkswagen started setting up with a clear advantage to the Japanese brand
immediately after entering Mauritania. But title-holder Stéphane Peterhansel, who seemed untouchable in the sand, committed
a series of mistakes that condemned him at the end of the rally. His team mate Luc Alphand, who remained at the same level of
excellence all along the event, claimed his first Dakar: a winning switch for the former alpine skier. In the bike race, it was at the
beginning of the rally that title-holder Cyril Despres lost all hopes of glory when he injured his right shoulder. His rival Marc
Coma became the second Spanish winner of the Dakar. In the truck race, Vladimir Chagin who managed a magnificent series
of victories in the first part of the rally confirmed the domination of the Kamaz trucks on the event. He offered himself a fifth
personal triumph. The 2006 Dakar was sadly hit by the death of Australian biker Andy Caldecott and was then the scene of two
tragic moments in Guinea and Senegal where two young spectators were the victims of accidents on the course of the race.

2007

For the second time Portugal was the starting point for the Dakar. From the first European special stages, in which
some local competitors stood out (Sousa, Faria, Rodrigues), Volkswagen demonstrated its desire to end
Mitsubishi’'s domination of the event. With Sainz and De Villiers unbeatable during the first half of the rally, Alphand
and Peterhansel were faced with two serious rivals. But a series of mechanical problems for the Race Touaregs in
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Mauritania reversed the situation. In the heart of the Sarah, the two lead “Mitsu” drivers took control: the internal
battle, soon came under team orders a few days before the end of the rally with “Peter” going on for his 9" Dakar
triumph. The motorcycle race saw uncontested leader Marc Coma collapse in the waning kilometres of the race. A
crash on stage 13 forced the Spaniard to retire, losing his chance for a second consecutive Dakar success to the
benefit of Cyril Despres. In the truck category, the much awaited fight between the Kamazs and Ginafs was soon
over with the retirements of the De Rooys, father and son, followed by Chagin. Hans Stacey, took advantage of the
carnage and perfectly controlled the situation to go on for his win on the Dakar.
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PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR

THE DAKAR IN FIGURES

1% PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR )

Start: 26 December 1978 from Paris (Trocadéro)

Finish : 14 January 1979 at Dakar (Rose Lake)

Rest: 8 January 1979 at Gao

Length of rally : 10,000 km

Number of kilometers of specials : 3,168 km
Countries crossed : France, Algeria, Niger, Mali, Upper
Volta, Senegal

Tamanrasset

TITTRR -
SE‘NEbn

Bamako

NUMBER OF COMPETITORS : 182
_Atthe start - 80 cars OVERALL SCRATCH RANKING :

90 motorcycles 1. Cyril Neveu (Fra) YAMAHA
12 trucks 2. Gilles Comte (Fra) YAMAHA
3. Philippe Vassard (Fra) HONDA
- At the finish : 74 vehicles 4. Genestier/Terblaut/Lemodant (Fra) ROVER
5. Claude Mareau/Bernard Mareau (Fra) RENAULT
MAIN COMPETITORS
Motorcycle Car
- Sonauto Yamaha-BP : Gilles Comte, Christian Rayer, - Range Rover : Jacky Privé, René Metge et Christophe
Rudy Potisek, Jean-Claude Olivier Neveu
Yamaha privée : Cyril Neveu, Hubert Auriol - Toyota : Team Fougerrousse, Harrewynn-Delannoy et
Honda : Gilles Desheulles, Philippe Vassard, Christian Pichot-Vandekerkhove
Desnoyers - Renault 4 Sinpar : Fréres Claude et Bernard Marreau
Guzzi : Bernard Rigoni - Renault 30 TS : Georges Houél et Christian Pouchelon
Suzuki : Alain Vial, Laurent Gomis, Corinne
Koppenhague Truck (12 at the start)
BMW : Fenoull

Kawasaki : Daniel Piton

HIGHLIGHTS
The Dakar, the first sports event of the year : to use a favorite expression of Thierry Sabine, the Dakar is an adventure
meant "to cause those who stay behind to dream.”
Neveu, Rayer, Fenouil, Auriol : these names were already well known by the end of this first edition. Their lives were
stirred into the nascent legend of the Dakar.
First crazy gamble : Philippe Hayat, a 39-year-old journalist and adventure seeker, Jean-Pierre Domblides, a teacher, and
Daniel Nolan, a technician from Renault Gordini, decided to tackle the challenge on board a Renault KZ 11 CV. The same
model as the one driven by Commander Etienne and that had connected Oran to Capetown in January 1927 after travelling
18,000 kilometers in 36 days.
One Neveu may be hiding others : Christophe Neveu, Cyril's brother, took off from the start in a Range Rover.
First media presence : RTL. Every evening from 20:30 to 22:00, Max Meynier brought the rally to life broadcasting live
from his Toyota Land Cruiser. At his side, Christian Boudas for technical assistance and Francis Zegutt for logistics.
Seven women started the race : all seven competitors rode motorcycles: Martine from Cortanze, Pascale Geurie, Martine
Rénier, Marido, Christine Martin-Lefort, Marie Ertaud and Corinne Koppenhague.
No production vehicles were present for this first edition.
Peugeot lended a hand : medical assistance was provided by Peugeot 504's with two-wheel drive.
20 journalists from 13 media outlets : this was the composition of the press contingent for the first edition.
Global ranking system : a single scratch ranking applied to motorcycles, cars and trucks.
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PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR

THE ROUTE
Prologue : Monthléry (3,6 km)
1°° étape : Paris — Alger
2°M étape : Alger — Tamanrasset (2370 km dont 270 kmd e spéciale)
étape : Tamanrasset — Agadez (870 km)
Tamanrasset-In Guezzam (373 km de spéciale)
Assamaka-Arlit (230 km de spéciale)
) Arlit-Agadez (231 km de spéciale)
4°™ étape : Agadez — Niamey (920 km dont 230 km de spé  ciale)
5°M étape : Niamey — Gao (448 km — étape neutralisée)
Repos a Gao
6°™° étape : Gao — Bamako (1250 km dont 600 km de spéc iale)
7°™ étape : Bamako — Nioro (spéciale de 417 km)
8°™ étape : Nioro — Dakar (866 km)
Nioro-Kayes (270 km de spéciale)
Bakel-Dakar (96 km de spéciale)

3éme

THE RACE

Prologue: Monthléry (3.6 km) and 1 > stage: Paris — Alger
The day after Christmas, 170 teams tear out of the esplanade of the Trocadéro to experience a unique adventure. The first
prologue in history takes place at a military facility near Orléans, before heading on to Algiers and the mysterious Africa.

2m stage: Algiers — Tamanrasset (2370 km, including 2 70 km special)
First special (270 km Reggane-In Salah) won by Jacky Privé (Range Rover) ahead of Christophe Neveu (Range Rover) and
Christian Rayer (Yamaha XT 500).

3 stage: Tamanrasset — Agadez (870 km)
Already the victors of the prologue, the Neveu/Gaignault team triumph in the second special (Tamanrasset-In Guezzam).
Third tough special between Arlit and Agadez (230 km). One-fourth of the competitors get lost in the heart of the Air. The
motorcycles take advantage of it to lock up the top twelve positions for the stage and the top three overall. First car: the 504
driven by Corsicans Moreau and Touya. Jean-Claude Olivier wins the stage while Patrick Schaal becomes leader in the overall
standings.

4" stage: Agadez — Niamey (920 km, including 230 km's  pecial)
Mid-race, there is a series of crashes in Niger during the Tahoua-Talchot special. Jean-Claude Olivier, who recorded the scratch
time, falls victim to a wrist fracture following a tangle with the vehicle of Christophe Neveu, who had been disqualified. He is
forced to withdraw. Same disappointment for Christian Desnoyers, 1978 French trial champion, and Houel/Pouchelon, driving
their R30. However, the 1927 Renault KZ looks close to winning its outrageous gamble.

6" stage: Gao — Bamako (1250 km, including 600 km sp  ecial)
Schaal falls during the sixth marathon special (Gao-Mopti — 600 km). He suffers a compound fracture of his little finger. Cyril
Neveu takes the lead of the rally.

7" stage: Bamako — Nioro (417-km special)
Bamako celebrates the Dakar. The "desert fools" are welcomed by walls of human beings. During the Sahel stage, Bamako-
Nioro, only one competitor arrives within the allotted time: Philippe Vassard, on his Honda motorcycle.

8th stage: Nioro — Dakar (866 km)
Last special: Bakel-Dakar (96 km). The 74 surviving vehicles wrap up with a finale on the banks of Rose Lake in Dakar. The first
princes of the desert are named Neveu, Comte and Vassard. Its first queen answers to the sweet name of Martine de Cortanze.
She finished in 19th pace gripping the handlebars of her Honda 250 XLS.

SUBSIDIARY
Stage victories
Num Etape Spéciale Km Vainqueur Auto Nat Marque Vainqueur Nat Marque
Moto
1  Montlhery Prologue 3,6 Neveu/Gaignault Fra R Rover Desnoyers Fra Honda
2 Alger-Tamanrasset  Reggane-In Salah 270 Privé/Privé Fra R Rover Rayer Fra Yamaha
3 Tamanrasset-Agadez Tamanrasset-In Guezzam 373 Neveu/Gaignault Fra R Rover Potisek Fra Yamaha
3  Tamanrasset-Agadez Assamaka-Arlit 230 Daurageon/Prechet Fra Renault Schaal Fra Yamaha
3  Tamanrasset-Agadez Arlit-Agadez 231 Moreau/Touya Fra Peugeot Olivier Fra Yamaha
4  Agadez-Niamey Tahoua-Talchot 230 Marreau/Marreau Fra Renault Olivier Fra Yamaha
5 Niamey-Gao Etape neutralisée 448
6 Gao-Bamako Gao-Mopti 600 Terbiaud/Genestier Fra R Rover Comte Fra Yamaha
7  Bamako-Nioro Bamako-Nioro 417 Cavalleri/Giraudo Ita Fiat Vassard Fra Honda
8 Nioro du Sahel-Dakar Nioro-Kayes 270 Rayer Fra Yamaha
8 Nioro du Sahel-Dakar Bakel-Dakar 96 Rigal/Rochette Fra R Rover Comte Fra Yamaha
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Overall scratch standings

PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR

Clt Concurrents Marques Nat 35 BEAUFRONT Patrick YAMAHA Fra
36 GAUTIER Bernard HONDA Fra

OVERALL SCRATCH 37 NEVEU Maurice/ CARRERA TOYOTA Fra
RANKING 39 PITON Daniel KAWA Fra

40 BOUCHER Didier YAMAHA Fra

1 NEUVEU Cyril YAMAHA Fra 41 Mmes FOUGEROUSSE/BECKENS TOYOTA Fra
2 COMTE Gilles YAMAHA Fra 42 DUBOSCO/FROISSART LADA Fra
3 VASSARD Philippe HONDA Fra 43 PASCAULT Thierry YAMAHA Fra
4 GENESTIER/TERBLAUT/LEMORDANT RANGE ROVER Fra 44 DUNAC/CHAPEL/BEAU PINZGAUER Fra
5 MARREAU C et B R4 SINPAR Fra 45 GEURIE Pascale HONDA Fra
6 SCHAECHT Alain HONDA Fra 46 MENGUE Pierre YAMAHA Fra
7 GIRAUDO/CAVALLERI FIAT Ilta 47 BORDAIS/QUIE RANGE ROVER Fra
8 RAYER Christian YAMAHA Fra 48 RIGONI Bernard Guzzi Fra
9 CARLETTITetL FIAT lta 49 FORESTIER/MENEAU TOYOTA Fra
10 PICHOT/VANDEKERHOVE/DUTERY TOYOTA Fra 50 VIAL Alain SUZUKI Fra
11 MAITROT Jacques HONDA Fra 51 KURRER/HENRIET COURNIL Fra
12 AURIOL Hubert YAMAHA Fra 52 SEZALORY/CASARINI/DE FREMONT TOYOTA Fra
13 NEIMER Bernard HONDA Fra 53 LEMONNIER B. et J. TOYOTA Fra
14 ATANNE Bernard HONDA Fra 54 M. et Mme SARRAZIN RANGE ROVER Fra
15 GOMIS Laurent SUZUKI Fra 55 FONDRILLON/SHAECHT TOYOTA Fra
16 RIGAL/ROCHETTE RANGE ROVER Fra 56 HUGUENY/TREVIDIC TOYOTA Fra
17 TOCCI/FUCCI FIAT Ilta 57 PIOT/RAUX/BOULME TOYOTA Fra
18 CHAMBILI/DESAUNAY TOYOTA Fra 58 COMMENCAL Max YAMAHA Fra
19 DE CORTANZE Martine HONDA Fra 59 PETIT/MARE 75 PAC Fra
20 DO REIS J.Pierre HONDA Fra 60 CALAMEL M. et M. LAND ROVER Fra
21 ALBARET Guy YAMAHA Fra 61 BANINO/LEGOURRIEREC TOYOTA Fra
22 PADOU Alain HONDA Fra 62 CLEMENT M. et Mme LAND ROVER Fra
23 IGNAZ/RATET TOYOTA Fra 63 LECONTE Guy YAMAHA Fra
24 MARTIN Alain HONDA Fra 64 ROGHE Thierry HONDA Fra
25 M. et Mme CATEL RANGE ROVER Fra 65 VERHAEGHE Grégoire HONDA Fra
26 HARREWYN/DELANNOY TOYOTA Fra 66 BELLEVILLE/CHAPEL/SANNIER RANGE ROVER Fra
27 MOUREN/BRAQUET TOYOTA Fra 67 ALEXANDRE/PUREN RANGE ROVER Fra
28 MINONZIO/LE DENTU LADA Fra 68 GUILLOT/PRADEAU COURNIL Fra
29 GABRIELLE Henri HONDA Fra 69 TURCAT/DE ARAUJO COURNIL Fra
30 POPINEAU Eric HONDA Fra 70 CHAMAGNE/THERAGE PEUGEOT Fra
31 ARBIZZI/CRAPPOLO FIAT Ilta 71 NOLLAN/HAYAT/DOMBLIDES RENAULT Fra
32 TARAVELLA Patrice HONDA Fra 72 MEKKI/NEAULT 190 PAC Fra
33 BERTY Pierre YAMAHA Fra 73 ANDRE/PUYFOULHOUX PEUGEOT Fra
34 ERTAUD Marie YAMAHA Fra 74 BOUILLE/MOREL R5 Fra
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DAKAP\@ PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR
THE DAKAR IN FIGURES

2°™ PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR

Start: 1 January 1980 from Paris (Trocadéro)

Finish : 23 January 1980 in Dakar (Rose Lake) N ]
Rest: 10 January 1980 in Gao o+E y
Length of rally : 10,000 km !

Number of kilometers of specials : 4,059 km
Countries crossed : France, Algeria, Mali, Mauritania, i
Niger, Upper Volta, Senegal

DAKAR] M i
SENEGAL Bakel . k
v V

NUMBER OF COMPETITORS: 216
- At the start : 116 cars
90 motorcycles
10 trucks

OVERALL CAR STANDINGS:
Kotulinsky/Luffelman (All) VOLKSWAGEN

OVERALL MOTORCYCLE STANDINGS:

- At the finish : 81 véhicles Cyril Neveu (Fra) YAMAHA

including 49 cars

OVERALL TRUCK STANDINGS:
25 motorcycles

Ataquat/Boukrif/Kaoula (Fra) SONACOME

7 trucks
MAIN COMPETITORS
Motorcycle . Range Rover : Neveu-Bourgoin
Yamaha XT 500 : Cyril Neveu, Christian Rayer, Gilles - Lada Niva : Briavoine-Clerisse
Comte, Michel Merel, Jean-Noél Pineau - Volkswagen lltis : Ragnotti-Vanis
BMW 800 : Hubert Auriol et Fenouil . Renault 12 Gordini : Kerc-Ydrau
KTM 240 : Gilles Desheulles et Philippe Vassard
Honda 500 XLS : Bernard Rigoni Truck
Leyland Marathon : René Metge
Car - Mercedes Benz : Georges Groine

Buggy : Yves Sunhill et Hervé Cotel
Renault 4 Sinpar : Les fréres Marreau

HIGHLIGHTS

Italy faces off against the rest of the world  : confronted with the armada of Japanese machines, alongside BMW and
KTM, one Italian motorcycle will defend the honor of European builders. This 750 cm3 Ducata was prepared by the "Shop
Moto" establishments at the Salon-de-Provence. Riding the bike, an all-terrain specialist, off-road veteran Michel Cheylan.
Commissioner Moulin at the start  : Yves Régnier makes his first appearance in the rally, as well as the three-time winner
of the Le Mans 24 Hour race, Henri Pescarolo.
From the ocean to the desert... rower Gérard D’Aboville also decided to line up, but in a motorcycle.
Truck rankings : a major first for this second edition is the creation of a specific general ranking system for trucks.
43 Yamaha: as winner of the first edition, Yamaha appears to be the favorite. The Japanese company enjoys major
assistance from a plane and a helicopter. The team also benefits from the forfeiting of the official Hondas.
Four women on bikes : the Ladies' Cup will be disputed by Martine de Cortanze and Marie Ertaud on Yamaha 500 XT's,
and Nicole Maitrot and Christine Martin-Lefort on Honda 250 XLS's.
Rest: two days of rest for the second edition of the Dakar
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THE ROUTE
Prologue & Olivet (4 km)
1% étape : Alger — In Salah (957km dont 37 km de spéci  ale)
2°M étape : In Salah — Gao (1575 km)
In Salah-Reggane (270 km de spéciale)
Reggane-Bordj-Moktar (630 km de spéciale)
Bordj-Moktar-Gao (675 km de spéciale)
Repos a Gao
3°™ étape : Gao — Tombouctou — Gao
Gao-Mopti (595 km de spéciale)
Mopti-Niono (liaison)
Niono-Tombouctou (570 km de spéciale)
Tombouctou-Gao (424 km de spéciale)
" étape : Gao — Bobo Dioulasso (liaison 1300 km)
5°M étape : Bobo Dioulasso — Kolokani (ss 120 km)
Repos a Kolokani
6°™ étape : Kolokani — Kayes (527 km)
kolokani-Nioro (280 km de spéciale)
) Nioro-Kayes (247 km de spéciale)
7°™ étape : Kayes — Dakar (745 km)
Kayes-Bakel (liaison 168 km)
Bakel-Linguere (liaison 370 km)
Linguere-Lampoul (87 km de spéciale)
Lampoul-Dakar (120 km de spéciale)

4éme

THE RACE

Prologue at Olivet
Fifteen motorcycles take the top fifteen slots. Cyril Neveu edges out Desheulles and Burgat. The Briavoine-Clérisse tandem
posts the best time in a four-wheel vehicle, just 16th on their Lada Niva.

1* stage: Algiers — In Salah (957 km)
The first special on African soil is contested at the doors of the desert (Moudj-Barra — Messad). Cyril Neveu once again sets the
lead time ahead of Auriol and Desheulles. The first car, Briavoine's Lada, finishes eighth.

2" stage: In Salah — Gao (1575 km)
The In Salah-Reggane special takes place on a smooth piste with a few sand banks on the Tidikelt plain.
On his Yamaha, Breton sets the pace ahead of Christophe Neveu's Range Rover and Fenouil's BMW. Cyril Neveu loses 25
minutes and loses his leader position to his brother Christophe. He beats Auriol's BMW and the Renault driven by the Marreau
brothers.
At the Mali border, in the famous Tanezrouft desert, Ragnotti-Vanis set a hellish pace behind the wheel of their Volkswagen and
post the best time. André Costa, editor-in-chief of "Auto Journal”, takes second place driving his Citroén CX 2400 GTI, and
takes the overall lead. The BMW's are left out of the celebration. Auriol loses more than two and one-half hours because of a
broken valve and Fenouil has to ride on a single cylinder.

3" stage: Gao — Timbuktu — Gao
The Gao-Mopti special is one of the best of this second edition, but also one of the most trying, on a piste known for
"mechanical breakdowns". Hubert Auriol posts the best time, climbs back up to 6" place in the overall standings and second
place in the motorcycle standings behind Lloret's 500. Cars go for it with gusto during this special and fill out the top four spots.
In fourth place, there is the Volkswagen from the Kottulinsky-Luffelmann duo, which is taking over the rally, just ahead of the
Marreau brothers and Zaniroli. The fifth special, between Nioro and Timbuktu, sees Jean Ragnotti stage a celebration on a piste
along the Niger known for its deceptive qualities. The lltis Volkswagen, despite a tire change that causes it to lose 10 minutes,
precedes the KTM ridden by Gilles Desheulles and the Yamaha of another Gilles, Comte. During this special, the Kerc-Ydraut
R12 Sinpar is forced to abandon the rally.

4" stage: Gao — Bobo Dioulasso (liaison 1300 km)
A theatrical moment on the Dakar during this transitional stage. A winner of three specials since the beginning of the race and
the new motorcycle leader, Huber Auriol is disqualified. He is accused of having completed part of the Gao-Bobo Dioulasso
liaison on a local vehicle following a problem with his gear box. The BMW driver was trying to reach Ouagadougou in order to
wait for his help when he was inspected and sanctioned.

5" stage : Bobo Dioulasso — Kolokani (ss 120 km)
Already a winner of two specials, Kottulinsky once again wins on his VW. In other news, Merel drives his Yamaha to success.

6" stage: Kolokani — Kayes (527 km)
During the day's first special between Kolokani and Nioro, the Marreau brothers and Cyril Neveu prove to be the most prompt.
Neveu thus pads his lead in the motorcycle standings. The second special (Nioro-Kayes) sees Kottulinsky take over once again.

7" stage: Kayes — Dakar (745 km)
The penultimate special of this edition (Linguere-Lampoul) only confirms the excellent end of the race performance of Yamaha
driver Cyril Neveu, overall leader. The day's special goes to Philippe Vassard on his KTM bike, which finishes ahead of Burgat's
Yamaha and Fenouil's BMW. In Dakar, the second edition issues its verdict: number two for Cyril Neveu. Once gain the
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DakAR:

motorcycles have bested the cars. Michel Merel, also on a Yamaha, finishes second. Kottulinsky-Luffelmann on their
Volkswagen lltis take third place in the overall standings and thus first for the car rankings. At the top of the two-wheel drive

PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR

standings is Sunhill in his buggy.

Stage victories

Num

OO OWWWNE

0 00~~~

Etape

Olivet

Alger-In Salah

In Salah-Gao

In Salah-Gao

In Salah-Gao
Gao-Tombouctou-Gao
Gao-Tombouctou-Gao

Spéciale

Prologue

Moudj Barra-Messaad
In Salah-Reggane
Reggane-Bordj Moktar
Bordj Moktar-Gao
Gao-Mopti
Niono-Tombouctou

Gao-Tombouctou-Gao Tombouctou-Gao

Gao-Bobo Dioulasso
Bobo Dioulasso-
Kolokani
Kolokani-Kayes
Kolokani-Kayes
Kayes-Dakar
Kayes-Dakar

Liaison

Bobo Dioulasso-
Kolokani
Kolokani-Nioro
Nioro-Kayes
Linguere-Lampoul
Lampoul-Dakar

SUBSIDIARY

Km

4
37
270
630
675
595
570
424
1300
120

280
247

87
120

Vainqueur Auto

Briavoine/Clérisse
Briavoine/Clérisse
Neveu/Aubourg
Ragnotti/Vails
Kottulinsky/Luffelman
Kottulinsky/Luffelman
Ragnotti/Vails
Neveu/Aubourg

Kottulinsky/Luffelman

Marreau/Marreau
Kottulinsky/Luffelman
Cotel

Neveu/Aubourg

Nat

Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
All

All

Fra
Fra

All

Fra
All

Fra
Fra

Marque

Lada
Lada
R Rover

Renault
VW

Buggy
R Rover

Vainqueur
Moto
Neveu
Neveu
Breton
Merel
Auriol
Auriol
Desheulles
Auriol

Merel

Neveu
Vassard
Vassard
Neveu

Nat

Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra

Fra

Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra

Marque

Yamaha
Yamaha
Yamaha
Yamaha
BMW
BMW
KTM
BMW

Yamaha

Yamaha
KTM
KTM
Yamaha
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DakAR:

Overall scratch standings
Concurrents
OVERALL CAR STANDINGS

KOTULINSKY F.LUFFELMAN
ZANIROLI P./COLESSE
MARREAU B. et C.

RAGNOTTI J./VAILS G.

NEVEU Ch./BOURGOIN
BOURGOIGNIE/TASIAUX/GIERST

BECKERS C./STINGLHAMBER/GERIN

DELEFORTERIE J. & P./PRAT
GUMPERT R./EDER A.
GUERMONPREZ C./RAVEZ J.C.
SUNHILL Y.

KURRER J.P./CHANTEUX J.M.
COTEL H./CORBETTA C.
COQUANT/ATANE/CARDINAL
LEROUX P./MASERATI

MOY G./INDLET/NORY

RENIER Y./LE GUEN/GENIES
ANDRIEU L./BOUILLON C.
TROSSAT A./TOURON J.
NEVEU C./AUBOURG J.P.
BORDAIS J.M./QUIE M.

LIZARD H./SORIANO
HARREWYN F./LIGER
THENOUX P./GOULLIOUD O.
TAMALET C. & F.

BONALDI L./PAILLOUX J.
CLATOT/KAYSER/BEINHAUER
DUBOSCQ Ch. & J.

HUGUENY M./PROST J.F.
CLAUDIN R. & M.C.
LOURSEAU/GRANJA/LEFEBVRE
DELANNOY M./BADIOU G.
NEYRIAL/FOURNOL

SIMON J.P./BOULANGER E.
BARD A./DANIEL P.
MONGIN/SOUVANT/SIMONPIER
RODIER C./MAIRESSE B.
BORDIER J.J.

BERLA A/ARBIN C./HENRIO
BARBE/DURIAUX/MESPLOMD
REMUSAT P./PRUVOT
BARRAL G./BESNARD F.
HUGUENY M./SANTOS C.

PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR

Marques

VOLKSWAGEN
VOLKSWAGEN
RENAULT 4
VOLKSWAGEN
RANGE ROVER
RANGE ROVER
RANGE ROVER
TOYOTA
VOLKSWAGEN
RANGE ROVER
BUGGY
COURNIL
BUGGY PROTO
TOYOTA
TOYOTA
TOYOTA
TOYOTA
TOYOTA
LADA NIVA
RANGE ROVER
RANGE ROVER
TOYOTA
MERCEDES
COURNIL
STEYR PUCH
LADA NIVA
STEYR PUCH
LADA NIVA
TOYOTA
RANGE ROVER
RANGE ROVER
TOYOTA
PEUGEOT
RANGE ROVER
TOYOTA
TOYOTA
TOYOTA
LAND ROVER
TOYOTA
TOYOTA
TOYOTA
TOYOTA
TOYOTA

Nat

Sue
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Bel
Fra
All
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra

44
45
46
a7
48
48
49
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GUICHARD/FLAMAIN/SOLER
TRAUTMAN R./VALLECI R.
HANRIOUD J.P./BERTINI
HEINIS P. & P.

BREBANT F./MAYROLL
GUILLOT G./PRADEAU P.
PIOT J.F./SPRAGIA

OVERALL MOTORCYCLE
STANDINGS

NEVEU C.
MEREL M.
PINEAU J.N.
LLORET J.P.
FENOUIL
VASSARD PH.
PADOU A.
LOUE L.
ALBARET
JOINEAU M.
YVORA J.M.
BURGAT
VERHAEGUE G.
RENE D.
BEAUFRONT P.
TONNELINE J.P.
DUISIT P.
CHEYLAN M.
LEBRUN G.
MARTIN C.
AURIOL J.P.
DECOMBEIX P.M.
MAITROT N.
DESHEULLES G.
RAZET M.

OVERALL TRUCK STANDINGS

ATAQUAT/BOUKRIF/KAOULA
HEU/DELOBEL/VERSINO
BOUZID/DAID/MEKHELEF
HAFFANE/ZERGOUN/HADDOU
MARIE J.C./BOULAY
FRUMHOLTZ J./DOZ

METGE R./DE SAULIEU/LANDAIS

TOYOTA
LAND ROVER
LAND ROVER
TOYOTA
LAND ROVER
COURNIL
LAND ROVER

YAMAHA
YAMAHA
YAMAHA
YAMAHA
BMW
KTM
HONDA
YAMAHA
YAMAHA
SUZUKI
YAMAHA
YAMAHA
HONDA
HONDA
YAMAHA
SUZUKI
YAMAHA
DUCATI
HONDA
HONDA
YAHAMA
HONDA
HONDA
KTM
SUZUKI

SONACOME
MAN
SONACOME
SONACOME
RENAULT
RENAULT
MARATHON

Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra

Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra

Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
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PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR

THE DAKAR IN FIGURES

3“ PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR

Start: 1 January 1981 from Paris (Trocadéro)

Finish : 20 January 1981 in Dakar (Rose Lake)

Rest: 9 January 1981 at Gao

Length of rally : 6,263 km

Number of kilometers of specials : 3,357 km
Countries crossed : France, Algeria, Mali, Upper Volta,
Ivory Coast, Senegal

Mouj-Barra

Quatre Chemins

Timeaouine

: DAKAR | N
SENEGAL Bakel ‘

Kolokanl Bobo Dloulasso
Korhogo Bouna
"IVOIRE

NUMBER OF COMPETITORS: 291 -
- Atthe start: 170 cars OVERALL CAR STANDINGS:
106 motorcycles Metge/Giroux (Fra) RANGE ROVER
15 trucks
OVERALL MOTORCYCLE STANDINGS:
- At the finish : 91 véhicles Hubert Auriol (Fra) BMW
including 60 cars
28 motorcycles OVERALL TRUCK STANDINGS:
3 trucks Villette/Gabrielle/Voillerau (Fra) ALM/ACMAT
MAIN COMPETITORS
Motorcycle Car
- Honda : Cyril Neveu, Gilles Desheulles, Philippe - CX 2400 GTI (Citroén usine officielle) : Ickx-Brasseur,
Vassard, Bernard Rigoni Lapie-Olhagaray, Luc-Alessandrini, Deschazeaux-
Yamaha : Michel Merel, Jean-Noél Pineau, Yvan Plassard
Tcherniovsky, Jean-Paul Lloret, Serge Bacou - Renault 20 turbo : les Fréres Marreau
BMW : Fenouil, Hubert Auriol, Bernard Neimer - Renault 30 : Houel-Planté, Frikel-Gabreau
KTM Fenwick : Yann Cadoret, Philippe Augier, Gilles - Porsche 924 : Costa-Gandrille, Chasseuil-Gauvain
Francru, Elia Andrioletti - Lada Niva : Briavoine-Deliaire

Buggies : Sunhill, Cortel-Corbetta
Truck

Mercedes : Groine-De Saulieu

HIGHLIGHTS
Montcorgé rides in a Rolls : Thierry de Montcorgé enters a Rolls Royce sponsored by Christian Dior and christened "Jules",
from the name of the most recent lines of menswear from the company. Nearly 2000 hours of labor were required to
transform the vehicle: relocated engine, reduced weight, four-wheel drive, roll bars, new steering and gear box, new shock
absorbers, etc.
Ickx-Brasseur : first competition for Jacky Ickx and Claude Brasseur. The former was a four-time winner of the Le Mans 24
Hour Grand Prix and the latter competed in go-karting. They will be driving CX 2400 GTI.
Six women and engines : Nicole Maitrot (Honda 125), Marie-Claude Laredo (Yamaha 500), Patricia De Keyser and Marie
Ertaud (Kawasaki 250) are all up for this 3" edition.
Martine de Cortanze : first lady of the Dakar in 1979, this lover of all-terrain races who had horrible luck in 1980 when her
bike burned, will take off this year on a Yamaha 250.
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Christine Martin : steering the handlebars of her Honda XL 250 S, she won the Ladie's Trophy in 1980. The young woman,
age 30, with a degree in sociology and a filmmaker, has been tackling all-terrain events for four years.

The oldest : Georges Houel, paired with Pierre Planté, participates in his second Dakar rally. At the age of 67, he does not
want to hear talk of retirement. On his resume are fifteen Monte-Carlo competitions, four Morocco rallies, four Acropolis and
three Tours d'Europe.

THE ROUTE
Prologue a Olivet (5 km)
Prologue a Séte (7,5 km)
1% étape : Alger — Mouj-Barra (liaison 300km)
2°™ étape : Mouj-Barra — 4 Chemins (949 km dont 38 km  de spéciale)
3°™ étape : 4 Chemins — Tit (605 km dont 565 km de spé ~ ciale)
4°™ étape : Tit — Gao
Tit-Timeaouine (540 km de spéciale)
Timeaouine-Gao (liaison)

Repos a Gao
577" étape : Gao — Tombouctou (412 km de spéciale)
6°™ étape : Tombouctou — Niono (570 km de spéciale)
7°™ étape : Niono — Bobo Dioulasso (1 080 km dont 252  km de spéciale )
8" étape : Bobo Dioulasso — Bouna (liaison 828 km)
 étape : Bouna — Korhogo (ss 326 km)
10°™ étape : Korhogo — Kolokani (310 km dont 210 km de  spéciale)
Repos a Kolokani
11°™ étape : Kolokani — Nioro (spéciale de 297 km)
12°™ étape : Nioro — Dakar (563 km)

Nioro-Bakel (325 km de spéciale)

Bakel-Louga (142 km de spéciale)

Louga-Dakar (liaison 96 km)

géme

THE RACE

Prologue at Olivet and at Séte
Michel Merel on a Yamaha and Ydraut-Red at the wheel of their R12 emerge from the mud in Sologne and win the French
prologue at Olivet. At the Garrigues campes in Séte, Briavoine's Lada proves to be the fastest. In motorcycles, Pineau's
Yamaha cannot be bested. Cyril Neveu breaks his chain after 30 meters of racing and loses 25 minutes.

1% and 2™ stages: Algiers — Mouj-Barra — 4 Chemins (1249 km, including 38 km special)
1" African special and coordinated assault by the Citroéns. Luc-Alessandrini, Deschazeaux-Plassard driving their CX's finish
ahead of Chasseuil-Gauvain driving a Porsche. Ickx-Brasseur finish in the fourth position. On bikes, Rigoni bests Bacou and
Vassard.

3 and 4" stages: 4 Chemins — Tit — Gao
During the 4 Chemins-In Ecker special, many competitors make a poor choices and take a left at the fork in the road at the
village of Silet 90 kilometers from the point of arrival. Auriol and the Marreau brothers, who heeded Thierry Sabine's warnings,
dominate and increase their leads in the overall standings. The Honda team amasses more troubles: broken engines for Neveu
and Desheulles. Forced to wait for their crews, they lose precious minutes. The Marreau brothers string great performances
back to back and also win the Tit-Timeaouine special. As for motorcycles, Desheulles leaves behind his misadventures from the
previous day and finishes first. After six stages, Auriol leads the race ahead of Tcherniavsky and Francru. The Marreau brothers
are beating the teams of Ickx and Briavoine.

5th stage: Gao — Timbuktu (412 km of special)
During the o™ special, the Marreau brothers lose more than 11 hours after having problems with their oil pump. As for Ickx and
Brasseur, they encounter some suspension problems. Metge-Giroux, behind the wheel of their Range, steal the lead from Cotel-
Corbatta and their buggy. Briavoine-Deliaire are just behind in third place. Auriol has the lead among bikes ahead of Bacou and
Merel, both on Yamahas.

6th stage: Timbuktu — Niono (570 km of special)
The second takeover for new leaders Metge and Giroux. They seize the lead once again and pad their top position. The story
for motorcycles remains unchanged. Auriol is still untouchable.

7th stage: Niono — Bobo Dioulasso (1,080 km, inclu  ding 252 km of special)
Zaniroli scores his first special win. On the bike side, there is also a first for Bacou, who triumphs on his Yamaha.

8™ and 9™ stages: Bobo Dioulasso — Bouna — Korhogo (828 km, including 326 km of special)
Briavoine, second on the stage, narrows to two minutes the lead time of Metge, who falls victim to a ruptured steering tiller.
There is also a close call for Auriol, who arrives on two wheels but with one cylinder. The victory goes to Bacou, but there is no
change in the overall standings, where 33 motorcycles are still in the hunt.

10" and 11" stages: Korhogo — Kolokani — Nioro (310 km, includ  ing 507 km of special)
Close struggle between Briavoine and Metge. At the wheel of his Range Rover, Metge attacks hard amidst the dried shrubs of
Fesh-Fesh and regains his leader position from Nioro.



Briavoine slips another position thanks to Cotel in his buggy, who records the best time between Nioro and Bakel. For the
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12th stage: Nioro — Dakar (563 km)

motorcycles, Auriol leads while continuing to forge ahead. Fifty kilometers after Kayes, Ickx and Brasseur team's CX performs a

spectacular roll-over. Game over for this appealing and deserving duo who returned, resigned, to Bakel late in the night on

board the Africatours truck. During the last special toward Louga, 80 survivors are still in the race. Auriol, who had not attached
since Gao, wins the scratch time. In the car class, first place goes to Briavoine. Metge and Giroux for cars and Auriol on his bike
arrive victorious in Dakar.
Christine Martin, victim of a serious fall when she was in sixth place, ultimately finishes 10" and walks away with the Ladies'
Cup. The first private driver is Alain Padou driving a Honda. In trucks, victory is secured by the ALM/ACMAT driven by Villette,
Gabrelle and Voillereau.
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Stage victories
Etape

Olivet

Sete

Alger-Moudj Barra
Moudj Barra-Quatre
chemins

Quatre chemins-Tit

Tit-Gao
Gao-Tombouctou
Tombouctou-Niono
Niono-Bobo Dioulasso

Bobo Dioulasso-Bouna

Bouna-Korhogo
Korhogo-Kolokani

Kolokani-Nioro du Sahel

Nioro du Sahel-Dakar
Nioro du Sahel-Dakar

Spéciale

Prologue
Prologue

Liaison

Moudj Barra-Messaad

Quatre chemins-In
Ecker

Tit-Timeaouine
Gao-Tombouctou
Tombouctou-Niono
Niono-Bobo Dioulasso

Liaison

Bouna-Korhogo
Korhogo-Tingrela
Kolokani-Nioro du
Sahel

Nioro du Sahel-Bakel
Bakel-Louga

SUBSIDIARY

Km

5
7,5
300
38

565

540
412
570
252
808
326
210
297

325
142

Vainqueur Auto

Ydraut/Rouget
Briavoine/Deliaire

Luc/Alessandrini
Marreau/Marreau

Marreau/Marreau
Metge/Giroux
Metge/Giroux
Zaniroli/Lemoyne

Ickx/Brasseur
Briavoine/Deliaire
Metge/Giroux

Cotel/Corbetta
Briavoine/Deliaire

Nat

Fra
Fra

Fra

Fra

Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra

Bel
Fra
Fra

Fra
Fra

Marque

Renault
Lada

Citroén
Renault

Renault
R Rover
R Rover
R Rover

Citroén
Lada
R Rover

Buggy
Lada

Vainqueur
Moto
Merel
Pineau

Rigoni
Auriol

Desheulles
Auriol
Auriol
Bacou

Bacou
Merel
Vassard

Vassard
Bacou

Nat

Fra
Fra

Fra

Fra

Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra

Fra
Fra
Fra

Fra
Fra

Marque

Yamaha
Yamaha

Honda
BMW

Honda
BMW
BMW
Yamaha

Yamaha
Yamaha
Honda

Honda
Yamaha
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Overall scratch standings
Concurrents

OVERALL CAR-TRUCK
STANDINGS

METGE/GIROUX
COTEL/CORBETTA
BRIAVOINE/DELIAIRE
SIMON/BOULANGER
GROINE/NOGRETTE
ZANIROLI/LEMOYNE

DELEFORTERIE/DELEFORTERIE
LAHAYE/COQUANT/GAEREMINCK

BARRUEL/CEROU

SIMONIN/KOROTKEVITCH

TROSSAT/RICHARD
BIASINI/BIASINI
RAYMONDIS/BOS

TCHERNIAVSKY B./LASSEE
GUERMONPREZ/MALARD

LUC/ALESSANDRINI

VERGNAUD/PAGANELLI
VILLETTE/GABRIELLE/VOILLEREAU

LEROUX/MASERATI
PUREN/CHAPEL

ROTHLISBERGER/UHLMANN

HACQUIN/VANBERSY
AUBRY/AUBRY
BEINHAUER/POHL

Mmes DELANNOY/SACY
HUGUENY/CARDINAEL/ALBERTO

HOWARD/MILES
LEVAUFRE/JOSEPH
BADION/PAWOE
ROQUES/BOUSQUET
CLATOT/DUHAMEL
VOLABEL/VERSINO

WAMBERGUE/BACHOLLE/BACHOLLE

BRY/SALOU/PEU
MARCY/GUERIN

DE PAOLI/BRESCIANI
DUPARD/MATTEI
LEVALLOIS/BOUCHER

CHAMPART/MARTINOT

MALET/TRAININI

CAZENAVE/LAURILLARD/SCHORP
GROINE/DE SAULIEU/MALFERIOL

GOUDOT/SUBTIL

CHAMBOLLE/KEOMURDJAN

LACAZE/PAROT

PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR

Marques

RANGE ROVER
BUGGY/CITIZEN
LADA

RANGE ROVER
MERCEDES
RANGE ROVER
TOYOTA
TOYOTA
MERCEDES
MERCEDES
LADA

RANGE ROVER
RANGE ROVER
TOYOTA
RANGE ROVER
CITROEN
MERCEDES
ALM/ACMAT
TOYOTA
RANGE ROVER
TOYOTA
TOYOTA
MERCEDES
PUNCH
MERCEDES
TOYOTA
RANGE ROVER
TOYOTA
MERCEDES
TOYOTA
PUNCHPINZGAUER
MERCEDES
PUNCH PINZGAUER
FORD

RANGE ROVER
RANGE ROVER
RANGE ROVER
LADA
MERCEDES
TOYOTA
RANGE ROVER
MERCEDES
LADA
TOYOTA
CITROEN

Nat

Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Bel
Fra
Fra
All

Fra
Fra
GB
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Bel
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra

46
a7
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
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VASSEUR/JAXEL
MAISSA/BOULADE

MARGUERON/MARTY/FASEL

REVERBERI/FORLLAZ
DE CASANOVE/LOUE
BERTRAND/TUMOINE

TERRIER/MALATESTA/NUSSBAUM

DUBOSCQ/DUBOSCQ
BLAQUIE/BARDET

SERET/BLOT/DELCAMBRE

KUBOTA/ITO
PECRIAUX/MARLIER
AVOYNE/LANDAIS

NEMOTO/YOKOTA/OGAKI

LIECHTI/KOBEL/PROZ

OVERALL MOTORCYCLE

STANDINGS

AURIOL H.
BACOU S.
MEREL M.
FENOUIL
FRANCRU G.
PADOU A.
NEIMER
VASSARD P.
BECKER C.
Mme MARTIN C.
COURTOIS
D'ABOVILLE N.
LEBRUN G.
BOISGONTIER D.
LOIZEAUX R.
JOINEAU
DESPAGNE J.L.
MAITROT J.

Mme D. CORTANZE M.

MORI H.
GUILLET M.
FURET C.
PAINEAU
VILSANGE O.
NEVEU C.

Mme ERTAUD M.
JOUY T.

LINCKE T.

Mme N. MAITROT
ROLLANO D.
TISSIER

LAND ROVER
LAND ROVER
TOYOTA
DAIHATSU
MERCEDES
RANGE ROVER
TOYOTA

MAN

UNIC PAC

RVI SMB
TOYOTA
TOYOTA
LEYLAND MARATHON
TOYOTA

MAN

BMW
YAMAHA
YAMAHA
BMW
KTM
HONDA
BMW
HONDA
YAMAHA
HONDA
YAMAHA
SUZUKI
HONDA
HONDA
BMW
SUZUKI
YAMAHA
HONDA
YAMAHA
YAMAHA
HONDA
HONDA
YAMAHA
YAMAHA
HONDA
YAMAHA
HONDA
YAMAHA
HONDA
SUZUKI
BOMCANAM

Fra
Fra
Fra
Sui
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Jap
Fra
Fra
Jap
Fra

Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Sui
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Fra
Sui
Fra
Fra
Fra



PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR

THE DAKAR IN FIGURES

4" PARIS - ALGIERS - DAKAR

Start: 1 January 1982 from Paris

(Place de la Concorde)
Finish : 20 January 1982 in Dakar (Rose Lake)
Rest: 10 January 1982 at Gao
Length of rally : 10,000 km
Number of kilometers of specials : 5,963 km
Countries crossed : France, Algeria, Mali, Senegal

NUMBER OF COMPETITORS: 385 OVERALL CAR STANDINGS:
- At the start: 233 cars Claude Marreau/Bernard Marreau (Fra) RENAULT
129 motorcycles
23 trucks OVERALL MOTORCYCLE STANDINGS:

Cyril Neveu (Fra) HONDA
- At the finish : 127 véhicles

dont 94 cars OVERALL TRUCK STANDINGS:
33 motorcycles Groine/De Saulieu/Malferiol (Fra) MERCEDES
MAIN COMPETITORS

Motorcycle - Mercedes : Groine-De Saulieu-Malferiole
3 teams officiels engagés

BMW : Auriol, Fenouil et Raymond Loizeaux Car

Yamaha : Bacou, Merel et Jean-paul Mingels - Rover Range : Zanirolli-Lemoyne, Metge-Giroux

Honda : Neveu, Rigoni, Desheulles, Vassard et - Lada Niva : Briavoine-Deliaire

Drobeck - Mercedes 280 GE : Migault-Migault, Jaussaud-Briere,
Non officiels Gaillard-Gauvin, Ickx-Brasseur

BMW : Breton - Renault 20 : les Fréres Marreau

Yamaha : Tchiernavsky, Pineau, Albaret - Buggy : Cotel-Corbetta, Sunhill-Vincent

Suzuki : Ph et M Joineau - Toyota Proto : Fougerousse-Nanouk
Truck

DAF : De Rooy-Straftmans

HIGHLIGHTS
The "Celebrity" Dakar : Claude Brasseur embarks on the journey for the second time. Swimmer Christine Caron also tries
out the adventure, as well as skier Bernard Russi, world downhill champion in 1972. The presence of Mark Thatcher, son of
the British Prime Minister, is also noteworthy.
Laffite and Dutronc : Jacques Laffite and Jacques Dutronc, Dakar enthusiasts, decided to sponsor their friends, diehard
endurance athletes, Pierre Landereau and Raphaél de Montremy, who took off using a Yamaha 500 XT bike.
Honda syndrome : Honda still has not managed to succeed in becoming an official force in Africa.
Christine, the desert's fiancée : Christine Martin, winner of the Ladies' Cup in 1981, puts her title on the line again this year.
Three other women were to take off on motorcycles: Véronique Anquetil, Nicole Maitrot and Marie Ertaud.
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THE ROUTE

Prologue a Olivet (4km)
Prologue a Séte (7,5 km)
1°° étape : Alger — Ouled Djellal (liaison 470km)
2°™ étape : Ouled Djellal — Hassi Messaoud

Ouled Djellal-El Baadj (ss 64 km)

El Baadj-Touggourt (liaison)

Touggourt-Guerrara (ss 177 km)

Guerrara-Hassi Messaoud (liaison)
37" étape : Hassi Messaoud — 4 Chemins (liaison 414 km )
4°™ étape : 4 Chemins - Tit (568 km de spéciale)
5
6

étape : Tit — Timeaouine (538 km de spéciale)
étape : Timeaouine — Gao (740 km de spéciale)
Repos a Gao
7°™ étape : Gao — Mopti (538 km de spéciale)
8°™ étape : Mopti — Gao (800 km de spéciale)
Repos a Gao
9°™ étape : Gao — Tombouctou (424 km de spéciale)
10°™ étape : Tombouctou — Niono (558 km de spéciale)
11°™ étape : Niono — Nioro (517 km de spéciale)
12°™ étape : Nioro — Tambacounda
Nioro-Kayes (ss 260 km)
Kayes-Kidira (ss 120 km)
) Kidira-Tambacounda (liaison)
13°™ étape : Tambacouda — Tiougoune
Tambacounda-Lour (ss 147 km)
Lour-Dara (ss 159 km)
Dara-Louga (ss 200 km)
) Louga-Tiougoune (liaison)
14°™ étape : Tiougoune — Dakar (100 km de spéciale)

eme

THE RACE

Prologue at Olivet (4 km)
From the start of this 4™ edition, Cyril Neveu sets the tone by dominating the prologue. In the car class, Touroul scores a win in
his Peugeot. The prologue produces several victims and the first withdrawals are seen. The unlucky ones are Pascale Gheurie
and Nicole Saint-Day. Their Renault 18 does not make it further than Etampes.

Prologue at Séte (7.5 km)
At Setes, Patrick Drobeck succeeds in his Honda 550 XR, as well as the Lartigue-Destaillats team in a Range Rover and
Georges Groine in his Mercedes truck. They head to Africa with the lead, after the two French specials.

1% and 2™ stages: Algiers — Ouled Dijellal - Hassi Messaoud
Ouled Djellal - El Baadj 64 km; a mini-stage with maximum trouble. The dust makes visibility difficult and passing all but
impossible. Some competitors lose their way, and not just the novices: Desheulles, Briavoine and Metge lose respectively 30,
20 and five minutes. A smooth rolling special that makes a very happy man out of Auriol. The BMW rider takes the lead in the
overall standings ahead of Joineau (Suzuki 500) and Bacou (Yamaha 500 XT). In the car class, Guégan (Mercedes 280 GE)
finishes ahead of Lartigue (Range Rover) and Trossat (Lada Niva).

3rd and 4™ stages: Hassi Messaoud — 4 Chemins — Tit
The days file by and are not all alike for Auriol. During the special (4 Chemins-In Ecker), "the white knight", despite having been
the winner of the previous year's rally on this piste, perhaps lost it today after a problem with his gear box. The victors of the day
on motorcycles are Vassard ahead of Rigoni and Schaecht. For the cars, the win goes to Cotel's buggy. The Marreau brothers
are at the top of the overall standings.

5th stage: Tit — Timeaouine (538 km of special)
The Neveu family has cause for celebration. For the Tit - Timeaouine stage, Christophe dominates himself at the wheel of his
Range Rover while Cyril proves to be the fastest on his bike, a Honda 550 XR. Ickx-Brasseur and Rigoni are the new leaders in
their respective classes.

6th stage: Timeaouine — Gao (740 km of special)
Despite numberous road-book problems, the Marreau brothers and Rigoni are still at the top of the rally.

7th stage: Gao — Mopti (538 km of special)
A day of drama as one of the favorites leaves the race: Frenchman Hubert Auriol. A total failure for BMW, which decides to
withdraw its two vehicles still in the race for safety reasons given the lack of spare gear boxes. Merel on his Yamaha XT 570
and Ickx at the wheel of his Mercedes 280 GE win the stage.

8th stage: Mopti — Gao (800 km of special)
The Peugeot-Dangel No. 178 is no longer responding. Mark Thatcher and his teammate Charlotte Verney have disappeared.
The disappearance of the son of the British Prime Minister causes considerable commotion. More fear was generated than
harm done since the pair are found safe and sound three days later. However, their silence remains a mystery.
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9" and 10" stages: Gao — Timbuktu — Niono
On a sandy piste, prisoner of the cacti, between Gao and Timbuktu, there is a true shake-up in the overall standings. Merel,
riding his Yamaha, wins the scratch while Vassard and Rigoni, who reached the finish line backwards, are saddled with more
than five penalty hours. In the car class, Ickx is the quickest, but the Marreau brothers, sixth in the special, are still in the lead.

11" and 12" stages: Niono — Nioro - Tambacounda

There are more changis in the overall rankings after this special linking Nioro to the Sahel. As Vassard is penalized and Mingels
falls at Kilometer 23, Cyril Neveu moves to the head of operations. The Marreau and Metge-Giroux teams are spinning their
wheels. Briavoine's Lada seizes the chance to win the stage.

13th stage: Tambacouda — Tiougoune
A stone's throw away from Dakar, spirits are broken, along with the body. The leaders take advantage of the fatigue to put the
pedal to the metal.

14th stage: Tiougoune — Dakar (100 km of special)

Cyril Neveu posts his third victory in four appearances. The Marreau brothers, faithful among faithful since the first edition, carry
it off in the car class. As for the trucks, Groine, De Saulieu and Malferiol cart off a victory at the wheel of their Mercedes.

Prologue a Olivet (4km)
Dés le départ de cette 4°™ édition, Cyril Neveu annonce la couleur en s’imposant lors du prologue. En auto, victoire de Touroul
au volant de sa Peugeot. Le Prologue fait de nombreuses victimes et I'on assiste aux premiers abandons. Les malchanceuses
s’appellent Pascale Gheurie et Nicole Saint-Jour. Leur Renault 18 ne dépasse pas Etampes.

Prologu